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Five Eskimo ivory carvers are enrolled at the University of Alaska 
this year in a unique pilot project aimed at updating and improving 
native craft techniques in Alaska. 

The project is sponsored by the university's Division of Statewide 
Services ana the Indian Arts and Crafts Board of the United States 
Department of the Interior. 

It is directed by Ronald Senungetuk, an Eskimo artist from Cape 
Prince of Wales who has studied art both in the United States and Norway. 

The project introduces the ivory carvers to new materials, methods 
and the elements of modern design. The artists also will study elaborate 
designs from ancient Eskimo cultures, such as Okvik, Punuk and Old 
Bering Sea, to try and revive these long forgotten motifs. 

Senungetuk began work on the project last year when he organized an 
extension center arts and crafts workshop on the university campus. 

This fall, the first students enrolled. 

| Eskimo carvers were interviewed by Senungetuk during the past 
summer at Nome. For the project, Senungetuk chose young Fess ecy who has 
: been trained in ivory carving and were interested in improving their 
echniques and learning new methods. 3 
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Of the five students enrolled in the program, four are sponsored 
by the Indian Arts and Crafts Board and the fifth is sponsored by the 
State Office of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

The students are: Alvin Kayouktuk of Diomede Island: Melvin Olanna 
of Shishmaref, and Isaac Koyuk, David Alvanna pha Michael Pullock of 
King Island Village. Another student will join the project in January. 

The five Eskimos also are enrolled at the University of Alaska as 
special students. They are taking a freehand drawing class and a special 
English class. 

A business class in which they will learn bookkeeping, basic 4 +... 
accounting and the procedure for filing tax forms is now in the planning 
stage. 

In the crafts portion of their curriculum, the students are working 
both in metalcraft and woodwork. 

In metalcrafts, they create jewelry and flatware items from silver, 
ivory, baleen and wood. 

In woodworking, they make salad bowls and servers, nut dishes, 
carvings and stools from hardwoods and native Alaskan wood. 

The students are concentrating on contemporary designs but as they 
become more adept, explained Senungetuk, he plans to introduce the 
carvers to some of the older Eskimo design motifs. 

“They are picking up contemporary designs very quickly," Senungetuk 
said. “Because of their training, they are naturally adept and they 
are able to grasp the new techniques very easily.” 

After the pilot project is completed, the results will be evaluated 
and, Senungetuk hopes, a larger program will be started next year. 
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The project is already showing economic results. The students 
are beginning to market their works and in December they hope to display 
some of their products at the opening of the new Mel Kohler Gallery in 
Anchorage. 
Their display would include both articles of an Alaskan motif and 
contemporary prestige items, such as one-of-a-kind jewelry. 
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